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History
• GEO established in 2005 at 3rd EO Summit

• Primary goal
• Create the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS)

• In 2014, the GEO Ministers extended GEO for a 
2nd decade
• With the goals to

• Improve the effectiveness of GEO’s actions
• Broaden engagement & collaboration of stakeholders including decision makers
• Sustain resources for GEOSS’ continuous development and functioning

• Requested development of a new plan to achieve these goals
• In 2015, the strategic and implementation plan was 

accepted
• “GEO Strategic Plan 2016-2025: Implementing GEOSS”

https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/GEO_Strategic_Plan_2016_2025_Implementing_GEOSS.pdf

• Implementation of this plan is defined in the GEO Work Programmes



GEO Work Programmes
• Primary coordination and planning instrument

• Defines Foundational Tasks (achieve strategic objectives)
• GEOSS Development and GEOSS Common Infrastructure (11)
• Community Development (3)
• Secretariat Operations (4)

• Describes plans for 
• GEO Flagship tasks (develop and implement near-operational services) (0)
• GEO Initiative tasks (demonstrate pilot or prototype services) (21)
• GEO Community Activity tasks (develop concepts and applications) (33)

• “GEO 2016 Work Programme”
https://www.earthobservations.org/documents/work_programme/geo_2016_work_programme.pdf

• First Work Programme for new GEO decade 2016-2025
• Is transitional in nature

• Bridges 1st and 2nd GEO decades
• Ensures continuation of current activities while defining new priority actions

• Implements provisions of Strategic and Implementation Plan
• 1st “regular” Work Progamme will cover 2017-2019



GGOS Participation
• Contributor to GEOSS Development (GD) task:

• GD-06: GEOSS nonspace based Earth observation resources
• Analyze current trends and develop new scenarios
• Promote and coordinate
• Identify data resources needed
• Compile global perspectives on existing plans for new observing networks
• Promote coordination of non space-based and space-based observations

• GEO-XIII Plenary, Exhibition, and Side Events
(St. Petersburg, Russia; November 7-10, 2016)

• Plenary
• Contributed section on Geodesy to GD-06 part of the GEO 2016 Work 

Programme Progress Report that will be submitted to the GEO-XIII Plenary
• Exhibition

• GGOS booth with IAG, GGOS, and IGS banners, posters, brochures, and 
promotional materials

• Side Events
• In-situ EO Networks and its Relation to GEOSS (discussion of GD-06 report)
• Panel on Earth and Space Observations for Disaster Risk Assessment (panelist)


